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Grace Baptist January Special Events
Church of Blue

Bell i GAME NIGHTS AT THE MARTIN LUTHER KING,
elisa HARGISES JR. MEMORIAL SERVICE

C/inst—centered' Doug and Beth Hargis will host Gamg
. Nights at their house in January. If you
commumty enjoy playing games for fun, you are wels
come to come to their house (103 North

s/ian’ng g'od"s Lane, Conshohocken, 19428) at 7:00 P.NI.
on Tuesday, January 10 and again on Tyes-

; day, January 24. The evenings will end
lb‘VB Wltﬂ tﬁe about 9:00 or whenever the games are
over.
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world.
At the last Game Night Ken and Vir-
Sunday Schedule ginia Maahs taught the group how to play

9:30am Sunday School/ the card game, fAg| tatyh HAGI Martin'Litherkdg Jr.€ @ S )
Small Groups and a lot of fun. Memorial Award Service will be held at
10:45am Worship Bethlehem Baptist Church on Sunday,
January 15, at 4:00 P.M. Sponsored

Snacks will be provided by the

Office Hours Hargises, but if you have a favorite gameg . . : .
Monday 9:00am-12:00pm shack to share, it will certainly be enjoyed Jr?] 'S;Ii)t/ bxgggc}/;/;is;:g'ﬁgo;;h?gﬂe?rg; i
Tuesday-Friday by all.Friends are welcome! tist th)i/s is one of the highlights of our P
S:00Rm-1:00pm For information, call Doug and Beth gt !0cal communityattracting hundreds of
Church Staff home (616828-1694) or contact by-mail people. All are welcome!
George M. Hawthorne (dhargis5@juno.com). o _
Pastor The recipient of the 2012 Martin Lu-
ghawthorne@gbcbb.org ther King, Jr. Memorial Award Mr. Josh
Shapiro, Montgomery County Commis-
Casey Stauffer sionerElect. Mr. Shapiro will receive

Director of Children and
Family Ministries
cstauffer@gbcbb.org

the award during the service.

The guest preacher for the January 15
service is Rev. Derrick Brennan, pastor
at Canaan Baptist Church in Philadel-
phia. Music will be provided by the Am-
bl er Symphony, Bet hl
Trish Simpson Mass Choir, Canaan B:
Administrative Assistant Choir, and Keystone Boys Choir.

Barbara Green
Director of Music/
Organist
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JOIN US EACH SUNDAY AT 10:45AM

Sunday, January 1
t he PRhtippianB®& 1aBa st 0O
Rev. Hawthorne preaching

iLet

Sunday, January 8
Service of Communion & Mission Moment
AThe Fi rlake5: @821 0
Rev. Hawthorne preaching

Sunday, January 15
Uni ty eoHphesidmned:-1Bhur ¢
Rev. Hawthorne preaching

NnThe

Sunday, January 22
ASmart A<l CarintiGansll: dl
Rev. Hawthorne preaching

Sunday, January 29
AGo To A NHelwrews 2ln&800
Guest Preacher: Rev. Douglas Hargis

Congregatlonal
MEETING

Sunday, January 32
11:45 A.M.

Scott Rhea Ascends to
the Heights to Change
Bulbs

ho

Is this Spiderman on the sanctuary ceiling
And what is he doing? Our own Grace Baptist Sy

derman, Scott Rhea, is over 40 feet in the air chang-

ing the light bulbs in the sanctuary. Fortunately,
Scott has a good head for heights and graciously
unteered to go up on the rented lift to change the
bulbs high up in the sanctuary ceiling. Bob Allmo
our Trustees chair, assisted down below with mo
and stabilizing the lift. This is a BIG job!

Thank you so much,
challenge and taking care of this necessary task.
sanctuary bulbs need to be changed fairly often a
the Trustees have determined that it makes good
nancial sense to buy our own lift. The congregati
on December 11 approved the expenditure of $7,
for this purchase. Now we can replace individual
bulbs when they die rather than waiting until three
four go out. This will keep the sanctuary lighted &
brightly as possible so we can all read our bulletir
better!
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Grace Baptist Church of Blue Bell

PASTOR'S COLUMN

Christmas 2011 is now behind us and what a joyful Christmas it has been here at Grace Baptist. Ouir fifth
Christmas in Blue Bell has been a very meaningful one. Amy and | are so thankful for the love and kindness you ha
shown us. We feel blessed to be a part of this church family and look forward to serving Christ together with you in
2012.

Before we leave Christmas, however, and move into the New Year, | want to use my column this month to
reprint words first spoken many years ago by Rev. Henry Van Dyke. They are words he spoke in a brief message €
titled AKeeping Christmaso. |l hope you will find t

Keeping Christmas
There is a better thing than the observance of Christmas Day, and that is keeping Christmas.

Are you willing to forget what you have done for other people, and to remember what other people have done for
you; to ignore what the world owes you, and to think what you owe the world; to put your rights in the background,
and your duties in the middle distance, and your chances to do a little more than your duty in the foreground; to
see that your fellowmen are just as real as you are, and try to look behind their faces to their hearts, hungry for
joy; to own that probably the only good reason for your existence is not what you are going to get out of life, but
what you are going to give to life; to close your book of complaints against the management of the universe, and
look around you for a place where you can sow a few seeds of happhaesyou willing to do these things even
for a day? Then you can keep Christmas.

Are you willing to stoop down and consider the needs and the desires of little children; to remember the weakness
and loneliness of people who are growing old; to stop asking how much your friends love you, and ask yourself
whether you love them enough; to bear in mind the things that other people have to bear on their hearts; to try to

understand what those who live in the same house with you really want, without waiting for them to tell you; to
trim your lamp so that it will give more light and less smoke, and to carry it in front so that your shadow will fall
behind you; to make a grave for your ugly thoughts, and a garden for your kindly feelings, with the gate-apen
you willing to do these things even for a day? Then you can keep Christmas.

Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest thing in the wedttonger than hate, stronger than evil,
stronger than deathand that the blessed life which began in Bethlehem nineteen hundred years ago is the image
and brightness of the Eternal Love? Then you can keep Christmas.

And if you keep it for a day, why not always? But you can never keep it alone.

May his words inspire us to live the kind of lives in 2012 that God is calling us to live. May we do our very
best to AKeep Christmaso as a church through the Ne

Happy New Year,
Pastor George
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Grace Baptist Church of Blue Bell

Hello to our GBCBB friends! N

Just wanted to send you a quick note from Galveston, TX to wish you happ
days and send some warm greetings ed to
end can never put the shorts away!). It has been a while since Jenn and | \\\‘\\\\\“

been in touch, but much has happened in our lives and in this city since yow@“a

I,
here last February. 2l

Regarding Galveston and recovery, many things have changed. One Mission Galveston has moved to Tuscaloosa, A
to help with recovery after the tornadoes there last spring. They are slesdtatdishing their ministry but are find-

ing the new landscape difficult to work in. | think the GBC team worked with &tbeds now the youth minister at

FBC Dickinson about 20 miles uptb. Most of the volunteer recovery work has been completed on the island. Fed-
eral money has finally made it to the island, but it can only be used to pay contractors to do the work. Thus, there are
a few houses still being worked on, but not many.

Jenn and | moved about 15 blocks from where we were living to Borden Ave, about 1 block from where the Grace
Baptist team worked in February. We are living in the parsonage of Primera Iglesia where | continue to pastor while
helping them with their search for a permanent pastor. They have lost a couple of wonderful members this year (Mr.
and Mrs. Rojas), but continue to be an incredibly generous congregation that holds onto the hope that Jesus has a pul
pose for the congregation on this island.

We were excited with good news in October after finishing 8 rounds of chemotherapy. | had an MRI that showed that
my brain tumor is stabde not growing. At this point the evidence shows that surgery and chemotherapy have done
their job in ending the growth of my tumor and adding years to my life.

Jenn continues to work as a physical therapist on the island. This year she has been working with people in Project
Victoryd helping soldiers who have sustained brain injuries on the war front in Iraq and Afghanistan to walk and re-
gain their functional abilities again. | am sure my mom will share with you as much as she can about Emma as she

A

visits here over New Year 6s weekend. Emma i s 16 mon

The focus of our ministry work here in Galveston has been helping to start Galveston Urban Ministries with Josh Dor-
rell.. | serve as the President of the Board of Directors and have worked together with Josh to establish a strong foun-
dation for the ministry. There are several things that | like about the ministry:

3 First, it is a strongly relational ministry. Our goal is to build friendships with the most marginalized and over-
looked of the very diverse Galveston community. We can interact and build friendships with people with whom
we normally woul dnét interact.

3 Second, this ministry is changing my concept of missions work and how to help the poor. It is lessening the gap
that | see between myself and the person who lives in the Section 8 housing on the north side of the city. | am
learning to break down the stereotypes that | have of people in poverty. God looks at them the same way he looks
at me.

3 Finally, I think that G.U.M. is doing beautiful things in Galveston. In 2011 we set up a school supply store and a
Christmas toy store. We offered toys and school supplies at greatly reduced costs in order to give parents a
dignified way to provide for their kids instead of continuing to receive handouts. In 2012 we are planning on
starting an afteschool art program for students in our community. We are also focusing on job readiness classes,
starting a mentoring program, and providing legal counsel for young adults who find themselves on the wrong
side of the law without someone to guide them through the system.

G.U.M. is having a golf outing/fundraiser on March 1st if there happens to be a GBCBB mission trip to Galveston at
that time.

God bless you this year! We continue to pray for GBCBB!

Tim Schwartz
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Casey Stauffer will give Smart Board training
I on Sunday, January 22 (snow date January 29) for
" v'the

all those interested in learning to use this technol-

ogy in the Childrends Ar ec
c NGI EG TI N Noémi Ayuso or any member of the Board of
Christian Education if yol

Information and announcements for the newsletter are Welcom\éy.III be provided during the training.

Please send to the church office by the third Sunday of th

month. ® Christmas Card Re-Cycling i Please bring the

front cover of your old Christmas cards and place

Congratulations to Doug and Beth Hargis on the birth of them in _'ghe marked bO).( under the mailboxes.
Irene Philips will be sending them to her uncle, a

their third grandchild, Zachary Michael Nefos, on Decemb%issionar in India. who pastes Bible verses on the
11. Parents are Emily and Frank Nefos. y ’ P

cards and distributes them to children in the vil-
lages.

We express Christian sympathy to the family and friends of
Edward Bruno who died on December 7. Ed and his Wifegay, Hawthorne will attend the American Baptist
Kathryn, who died on October 22, were leivge members of penewal Conference in Orlando, Florida, January
The Baptist Temple. The funeral service for Ed was held $§ 5g
Grace Baptist on December 12.

Change of address:
A new Church Pictorial Directory will be printed in Febru- Bob and Delores Davis
ary. Please contact the church office with addressaik and Elm Terrace Gardens, Apt-401
phone changes. Also, please send updated photos of yourse§fgdy North Broad St.,

family group. Digital photos are welcomed but we can alsansdale, PA 19446 (phone number unchanged)
scan regular photos. They will be returned to you after scan-

ning. Ken Maabhs, former interim ministerdeads a 16
day Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, May -2B,

Our second Parents Night Out is scheduled foFriday, 2012. Contact Ken at 64841-5894 to request a

January 13, 6:00-9:00 P.M. For only $5 per family, chil-  tour brochure or go to the Eastern University

dren ages-10 enjoy a fun and safe evening at Grace Baptisfvebsitehttp://www.eastern.edu/holyland
with snacks, crafts and games, and parents enjoy a free eve-

ning. Space is limited. RSVP to the church office (828

2077) or to Casey Stauffezgtauffer@gbcbb.o)g This ser-

vice is open to the community so tell your friends! We hope

this will become a regular outreach event.

January Birthdays
/

3 Garry Flower @
6 Drew Lehman 17 Santosh Philips
7 Noémi Ayuso 18 Isabel Lehman
7 Joanne Coleman 18 Elfriede Young
8 Dorothy Friz 20 Obed Arango
10 Jim Foyle 20 Brian Taylor
13 Bob Pridgen 22 Betty Leech
15 Bettye Caldwell 28 Emil Ortiz
16 Nancy MacMullan 29 Joe Gallagher
17  Richard Taylor 30 Doug Hargis



http://www.eastern.edu/holyland
mailto:cstauffer@gbcbb.org

Grace Baptist Church of Blue Bell

P.O. Box 122 .
437 Skippack Pike & Lewis Lanei@s‘
Blue Bell, PA 19422

2156282077 FAX 2156281950
www.gbcbb.org

E-mail: staff@gbcbb.org

If you would prefer not to receive future mailings,
call or email and let us know!

Grace Baptist Church of Blue Bell

Happy New Yeatr,
Grace Bapitist!
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An announcement will be placed or
the church website and answering|
machine by 7:00 A.M. if there is a
change to the Sunday schedule du13

to inclement weather. Also listen tg

KYW (10.60) for a listing of church

cancellations.




