
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

This past August I began my 36th year of pastoral ministry 

and my 11th year of ministry at Grace Baptist.  Time truly 

does fly when you’re having fun!  My time here at Grace has 

been and continues to be both a great joy and a challenge.  I 

thank God for the support and encouragement I have re-

ceived as your pastor and praise Him for all that we have 

accomplished together.  It is truly a privilege to be the pastor of a growing and vibrant 

church family. 

 

It can also be, at times, an exhausting enterprise.  For this reason, last month I asked the 

Executive Committee to consider granting me a leave of absence in the form of a three-

week mini-sabbatical and they approved my request.  This will not be an extended vacation 

but a deliberately planned time of renewal, refocusing and rest.  While the details of my 

time away are still being worked out, let me share with you what I do know right now: 

 

 I plan to begin my mini-sabbatical on April 17 (the day after Easter) and return on 

May 8. 

 The preaching schedule during my absence will be as follows: 

  April 23 - Jordan Lichty 

April 30 - Steve Hutchinson (Steve is a former pastor and Director of Ad-

missions at Palmer Seminary.  He is also the uncle of our own Barbara 

Longenberger.) 

  May 7 - Ken Maahs 

 I am currently working on making sure that someone will be on call while I am 

away if there are any pastoral emergencies.  Please contact the church office if you 

know of any special need. 

 

I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to spend some time away from my responsibilities 

at Grace for renewal and rest.  I believe that I will benefit greatly from this leave and I hope 

and pray that the church will benefit as well.  I look forward to returning to my work with 

renewed energy and insight for the work God has called me to.  I do believe that the best is 

yet to come as we continue to serve together here at Grace Baptist.  Exciting days lie 

ahead! 

 

In the meantime, I wish you all a very blessed Easter!  I look forward to worshipping with 

you on that very blessed day. 

 

     Faithfully yours in Christ, 

 

     Pastor George Hawthorn 
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—Maundy Thursday— 
 

 Lent is a significant historical and religious time in the life of Christians.  It's a time of 

reflection and solemn observance of prayer and fasting.  In today's world many give up a habit 

such as smoking, eating chocolate, watching television, etc., anything that would distract us 

from the Lenten season.  It's a traditional time of commemorating the life and sacrifice of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 Maundy Thursday is the name given to the day when Jesus celebrated the Passover 

with His disciples.  Christians know this as The Last Supper or Lord’s Supper or Sacrificial Supper or Communion 

(Luke 22:19-20). 
 

 The word “Maundy” comes from the Latin word for “command”.  So the word “Maundy” in “Maundy Thurs-

day” refers to the command that Jesus gave to the disciples at the Last Supper, to love and serve one another (John 

13:34-35).  It is also the day that Jesus washed His disciples’ feet (John 13:3-17).  This act of humility and service 

reminds us of the example that Jesus Christ provided for His disciples.  Celebrating the Sacrificial Supper, in commu-

nity, is our reminder of how to care for and love one another. 
 

 Join us on April 13 at 6:30 P.M. for a Maundy Thursday celebration.  Grace Baptist will have a table 

ready for us all, his disciples, to join together in a sacrificial meal (soup).  This will be followed by a number of read-

ings and music which will lead us up to the crucifixion and commission us to go out into the world and win disciples. 
 

 We are encouraging families to come with their children and begin what is a significant tradition of Christian-

ity.  The Bible reminds us in Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not 

depart from it". 

Worship for April 
 

Join us each Sunday morning at 10:45 A.M. 
 

Sunday, April 2—Fifth Sunday in Lent 
“Down in the Dungeon” - Psalm 130:1-8 

 

Sunday, April 9—Palm Sunday 
Choir Presentation: “Worthy is the Lamb” 

Communion 
 

Thursday, April 13—Maundy Thursday 
6:30 P.M., Sacrificial Supper & Communion 

 

Sunday, April 16—Easter 
“Before and After” - Psalm 31:1-24 

 

Sunday, April 23 
Speaker: Jordan Lichty 

 

Sunday, April 30 
Speaker: Steve Hutchinson 

 

CHURCH BUSINESS 

MEETING 

SET FOR MAY 21 
 

 The annual Grace Baptist 

Church Congregational Business 

Meeting is Sunday, May 21.  The 

time for the meeting has not yet 

been determined. 

 

 As a congregation, we 

will meet to share news about the 

life of our church.  The Annual 

Report will be distributed at that 

time.  New board members will be elected and other 

church business discussed.  Plan now to stay for the 

meeting. 

 

IMPORTANT: All current officers, board chairper-

sons, committees and teams must have their individ-

ual or group annual report submitted to the church 

office for copying by Sunday, April 29. 
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 It’s that time again! 

FLEA MARKET! 

Saturday, April 29 

8:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

PLEASE start bringing in your treasures beginning Sunday, April 2. 

Items may be left in Room A. 

We will be collecting furniture, books, clothes, toys, sporting goods, shoes, purses, 

housewares, jewelry, linens, holiday items, and accessories. 

 

Items we CANNOT take: refrigerators, broken items, electronics that don’t work,  

used undergarments 
 

You can drop off items on Sunday mornings or whenever the church is open during the month of April.  

During the week of April 23-28, the church will be open from 6:00-8:00pm each day. 

 

We will need volunteers to help sort items April 23-28, 6:00-8:00 P.M.  We also need volunteers to help out 

on the day of the Flea Market, April 29, with setting up at 7:30am and selling items. 

Please consider helping! 

 

All proceeds will benefit local charities.  Charities benefited in past years are the Mattie Dixon Commu-

nity Cupboard in Ambler, Inter-Faith Housing Alliance of Ambler and Laurel House.  Proceeds will also 

help support the Youth Group’s 2017 summer mission trip to Crossville, Tennessee. 

310th Annual Gathering—Saturday, May 6, 2017 
St. Paul’s Baptist Church 

10th & Wallace Streets, Philadelphia, PA 
8:00-2:00pm Registration: $15/person 

 

Special Ceremony: Reaffirmation of the Baptist Principle of Association 
and Communion served by PBA ministers 

 

Featuring: Continental Breakfast, Workshops, 
Business Session, Worship, Special Music, Lunch, Fellowship 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW AND PLAN TO ATTEND ON MAY 6! 
Check out the PBA website for the latest news: www.philadelphiabaptist.org 
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Youth Group News for April 
Youth Group Lunch Outing, Sunday, April 2 

After the worship service, we’ll take the bus to the Plymouth Meeting Mall and Jordan will pay for lunch.  

We’ll aim to be back at church by 2:00 P.M. 

 

Girls’ Night Sleep Over, Friday-Saturday, April 7-8 

Drop off at Oneida Ortiz’ house at 7:00 P.M. on April 7 and pick up is at 11:00 A.M. at Oneida’s house on 

Saturday the 8th.  Food will be provided.  Just bring stuff for an overnight. 

 

Boys’ Night Info coming soon!! 

 

Flea Market Sorting, Wednesday, April 26 and Thursday, April 27, 6:00-8:00 P.M. 

The Youth Group will help sort donations for the Flea Market.  Food provided both nights! 

 

Flea Market Reach Fundraiser, Saturday, April 29 

Arrive at 6:00 A.M.; clean-up until 2:30 P.M. 

The Youth Group is responsible for running a breakfast and lunch food stand at the event.  All youth need to 

be involved because this is a big booster for the Reach trip in the summer.  Please try to attend if you going 

on Reach this summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents’ Night Out, Friday, April 7 
Come out Friday to decorate some Easter Eggs!!!  For ages 3-10 years from 6:30– 9:00 

P.M.  Only $5 a family for a night of games, crafts, laughs, and fun.  Please contact Casey 

(610-389-2387 or children@gbcbb.org) by the WEDNESDAY before as spaces are lim-

ited. 

 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 15, 10:30 A.M. 
Toddlers through 5th graders are welcome to join the hunt.  There will be games, balloon 

art and face painting!  Do not forget to bring your baskets!  We will need small individu-

ally wrapped candy, small toys, stickers, etc. to put in the plastic eggs.  There is a bin in 

the narthex for your donations.  On Palm Sunday during Sunday School we will be stuff-

ing the plastic eggs.  

 

Vacation Bible School! July 28- 30 

This year we will have a Vacation Bible School retreat in July. We are looking for 

volunteers to help during the weekend.  We need decorators, shoppers, lunch pre-

parers, people for games, Bible stories, science projects, and video time, along 

with so much more.  If you are interested in helping during the weekend, please 

contact Casey Brookes.  
 

LOOKING AHEAD—Next Parents’ Night Out, Friday, May 5 
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We extend Christian sympathy to Joan Frizzell and 

family on the death of her mother, Virginia Parker, a life-

long member of Grace Baptist.  Ginny died on February 

28 at the age of 92. 
 

Many thanks to all the coordinators and volunteers who 

helped with hosting our Hospitality Network families 

during the month of March.  We couldn’t do this impor-

tant community outreach without you. 
 

Parents’ Night Out , Friday, April 7, 6:30-9:00 P.M. 

for ages 3-10 years old.  Only $5 per family for a night of 

games, crafts, laughs, and fun.  Please contact Casey 

Brookes (610-389-2387 or children@gbcbb.org) by the 

WEDNESDAY before as spaces are limited.  
 

Choir devotion verses for April:   
 April 2  John 14:6 
 April 9  Psalm 110:162 
 April 16 Ephesians 4:15 
 April 23 Proverbs 16:13 
 April 30 Colossians 1:5-6 
 

The Iron Pigs church outing is Saturday, April 29.  

Everyone will travel on their own to the Allentown sta-

dium for the 6:35pm game.  Casey will hand out the tick-

ets ahead of time and we’ll meet at our seats.  The first 

3,000 people to arrive get an Iron Pigs apron giveaway! 
 

The Mattie N. Dixon Community Cupboard in Ambler 

holds its 5th Annual Spring Fundraiser Dinner on Satur-

day, April 29, at the Hilton Garden Inn in Fort Washing-

ton.  Reserve your seat or a table for 8 by calling the 

Community Cupboard office at 215-628-3002.  Tickets 

are $70 each or $480 to reserve a table. 

From the Sedo Family:  Dear church family, we have 

been blessed and honored to have met amazing people 

at Grace Baptist Church.  We wanted to let you know 

that our time to leave has arrived.  The church where we 

will be serving is closer to our home and near the Phila-

delphia area.  Although our announcement is sad, we 

are excited to see what God is doing next in our lives.  

We greatly appreciate Grace Baptist Church for helping 

Armando through the ordination process. Armando will 

be able to pastor and minister because God used Grace 

Baptist Church to make this possible. We will be still 

attending Presence small group until April 13, 

2017.  We will hope to see many of you on Maundy 

Thursday. We will also be at Grace Baptist at Easter 

service to say good bye. Sincerely Armando, Jennifer, 

and Arnia Sedo. 

 

Friends of the Library of Eastern University invite 

the community to the library’s Annual Dinner on Fri-

day, April 7.  The theme is “Goes To the Movies” and 

the guest speaker is Dr. Rhonda Burnette-Bletsch who 

will speak on God’s hiddenness as portrayed in the 

movies.  Appetizers are at 6:15 P.M. with dinner at 7:00 

P.M.  Cost is $25 per person, $10 for students.  Please 

make your reservation by April 3 with Andrea Reed 

(610-225-5004 or areed@eastern.edu). 

 

 

 

 

Future Dates for your calendars! 
 

Sunday, June 4 

Children’s Day/Teacher Recognition 
 

Sunday, June 18 

Summer schedule of 9:30 A.M. worship begins 

 

Friday, July 28-Sunday, July 30 

Vacation Bible School Retreat 
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If you would prefer not to receive future mailings, call or e-mail and let us know. 

The monthly newsletter is also available at the church website. 

April Birthdays 

 

1  Natalie Glantz  16 C. J. Burke 

2 Scott Rhea  17 Isabeau Martin 

6 Lloyd Paullin  21 Kristin Paluszka 

6  Louise Markley  21 Janet Cazier 

6 Jack Sharpe  22 Betty Hough 

8 Elaine Hanrahan 23 Linda Lin 

9 Melissa Scharf  23 Oneida Ortiz 

12  Kathy Gallagher 24 Brooke Rhea 

12 Butch Swanson  28 Ron Cummings 

12 Carol Taylor  30 Gaby Ortiz 

Thought for April 
“Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in 
books alone, but in every leaf in springtime.”—Martin Luther 


