
 

Dear Friends, 
 

 As you read this column I will be starting the third and final week of my mini-

sabbatical.  Once again I want to thank the Executive Committee for generously allowing 

me this time away from my responsibilities at Grace for personal rest, renewal and study.  

I know that the church will be in good hands while I’m away as Jordan Lichty, Steve 

Hutchison and Ken Maahs will fill the pulpit and share their own unique preaching skills 

and Biblical insights with you.  I look forward to listening to all three messages on our 

website when I return. 

 

 I have established several priorities for my time away and I want to share them 

with you as I prepare for this mini-sabbatical.   

1.   Rest and Renewal.  While I have experienced more than my share of time off during 

my tenure here at Grace, unfortunately, far too much of it has been due to illnesses, 

recoveries and physical rehab.  Thank you again for granting me this important heal-

ing time away.  After more than ten busy and productive years serving with you, how-

ever, I feel I am ready for an extended time away (in relative good health!) to simply 

commune with God and to consider where we have been together and where we are 

going.  Sometimes it’s difficult amid the business of life to take a step back and do 

some important personal reflection.  This time away, however, will provide me with a 

significant opportunity to do just that. 

2.   Reading and Study.  I currently have a growing list of books and articles that I plan 

to read in preparation for our future together.  I will be focusing especially on the top-

ics of strategic planning and envisioning and hope to return with a clearer idea for 

how to revamp our current strategic planning process and make changes that will 

benefit our church and ministries.   

3.   Preparation.  No one knows what the future holds for us as individuals and as a 

church.  I have no doubt, however, that Grace will continue to grow and reach new 

people and seek to fully involve them in the work and fellowship that we share.  I 

want to be a part of that process as long as God allows.  In order to be effective as 

your pastor, therefore, I will need to think ahead and prepare myself for the future.  I 

will be devoting a portion of my time away to do that preparation work and equip my-

self to come back ready to face the challenges and opportunities that will come our 

way.   

 

 I am looking forward to this brief time away and believe that it will have a very 

positive impact on my life and, I hope and pray, on the life of Grace Baptist.  Even more, I 

look forward to returning to this wonderful church and discovering, with you, our fullest 

potential for ministry, service and fellowship.   

 

      Yours in Christ, 

      Pastor George Hawthorne 
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Worship on Sunday mornings at 10:45 A.M. 

 
Sunday, May 7—Music Sunday 

Guest Preacher: Ken Maahs 

Service of Communion 

 

Sunday, May 14—Mother’s Day 

“Necessary Gifts” - Ephesians 6:10-20 

Rev. Hawthorne preaching 

Baby Manna Offering received 

 

Sunday, May 21 

“Sabbatical Reflections” - Haggai 2:1-9 

Rev. Hawthorne preaching 

 

Sunday, May 28—Memorial Sunday 

“Some Things We Should Never Forget” 

John 15:13 

Rev. Hawthorne preaching 

Annual 

Congregational Meeting 

May 21, 9:30 A.M. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 On Sunday, May 21 during the Sunday School hour at 

9:30, we will hold our Annual Congregational Business 

Meeting.  Copies of the 2016 Annual Report will be avail-

able. 
 

 The Nominating Committee will recommend a slate of 

officers and board members for the vote of the congrega-

tion.  The congregation will also vote on changes in the 

church bylaws.  Watch your e-mail and mailbox for the re-

vised bylaws which you’ll be able to review ahead of time. 
 

We encourage all Grace Baptist Church members 

to attend and participate in the business of the 

church. 
 

—COMMUNITY EVENTS— 
 

American Cancer Bike-A-Thon 
 

Diane Schwartz once again solicits your donations to the American Cancer Society Bike-a-Thon on Sunday, June 11.  

This will be her 15th year of riding to raise money for cancer research.  She has raised over $82,000 for cancer re-

search through her years of riding. 
 

To contribute online, go to www.acsbike.org, click on donate, then on the drop down menu.  Click on donate to a par-

ticipant, type in “Diane Schwartz” and follow the directions.  If you prefer to pay by check, make it payable to 

“American Cancer Society”, put Diane’s name and Rider #22 in the memo line and put it in Diane’s mailbox. 

 

Red Cross Bloodmobile at Grace Baptist 
Monday, May 22, 1:00-6:00 P.M. 

 

There is a constant and urgent need for healthy volunteers to donate blood.  Please do not wait 

for an emergency to give blood.  Every day patients suffering from cancer, sickle cell disease, 

and life-threatening injuries are in need of blood.  Giving blood is one of the easiest and most 

important ways you can help people in your community. 

 

Sign up with Sue Jenkins or Linda Allmond on Sunday mornings 

or call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE. 

http://www.acsbike.org
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Parents’ Night Out 

Friday, May 5, 6:30–9:00 pm, for ages 3-10  

Only $5 a family for a night of games, crafts, laughs, 

and fun.  Please contact Casey (610-389-2387 or chil-

dren@gbcbb.org) by the Wednesday before as spaces 

are limited. 

Last Parents’ Night Out until fall: Friday, June 2 

 

Graceland Second Hour  

We will be continuing second hour into the summer 

months for children who have finished kindergarten-

third grade.  If anyone is interested in teaching or as-

sisting the teacher during this time, let Casey or Trish 

know.  

 

Vacation Bible School  

Friday, June 28-Sunday, June 30 for pre-

school–completed 5th grade 
We need volunteers to make our VBS a success!  

Please contact Casey Brookes to offer your help. 

Youth Group Happenings! 

Sunday, May 14 

Flamingo Flock Sign-ups Begin! 

New Fundraiser for Summer Reach Trip to 

Crossville, TN! 
This fundraiser involves plastic yard flamingos.  

You can pay to have the Youth Group “flock” 

someone else’s house.  This means they will put a 

bunch of plastic flamingos in that yard.  Now the 

person who has been “flocked” can either pay for 

the Youth Group to remove said flamingos, or remove the 

flamingos themselves and bring them back to church for the 

Youth Group to re-use.  The curve ball is that you can actu-

ally buy flamingo insurance!  This means your house can-

not be flocked!  Prices and additional details can be found 

at the fundraiser table in the narthex starting on May 14.  

We will need the name, address and phone number of those 

in the congregation willing to participate. 

 

Sunday, May 21 - Youth Group Lunch Outing 
We’ll leave after the worship service, about noon, and re-

turn to the church about 2:00. 

 

Friday, May 26 - Movie Night! 
We’re planning to see the newest Pirates of the 

Caribbean movie.  Please RSVP to Jordan for 

Movie Night by Sunday, May 14. 

Cookies and Milk 
 

“Think what a better world it would be if we all…the whole world…had cookies and milk 

about three o’clock every afternoon and then lay down with our blankets for a nap.” 

—Robert Fulghum (from “All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten”) 
 

Come taste the joy of being with the children of our Sunday School.  Join with them in 

exploring what it means to be “A Child of the King”.  The Board of Christian Education is currently seeking a teacher 

for our PRE-SCHOOL and KINDERGARTEN class.  Why not consider joining our dedicated staff of teachers this 

fall.  You will taste and see the rewards in the eyes of the children. 
 

ALSO, our GRACELAND 2ND HOUR is looking for help in the NURSERY AND TODDLER area during 

worship.  We invite you to volunteer and join our list of committed rotating childcare workers. 
 

Happily, our number of children attending on Sunday is growing and we need to provide instruction and care 

in these areas.  We ask for your prayers and your help in filling these positions.  Please contact Casey or any mem-

ber of the Board of Christian Education. 

 

Thank you! 



 

Grace Baptist Church of Blue Bell 

Spring Work Day, Saturday, May 6, 9am-noon 

All hands are welcome to help with getting the church 

property cleaned up and ready for the warm weather.  

There is a job for everyone—no special skills are re-

quired!  See you on May 6! 

 

We extend Christian sympathy to the Stremme and 

Paluszka families on the death of Gene’s brother, Lewis 

Farra, on April 3 in Fort Scott, Kansas. 

 

E-Mail Changes/Corrections: 

Marie Donnelly—marieldonnelly@hotmail.com 

Leigh Foyle—molftoo@gmail.com 

Sue Jenkins—mimisue182@gmail.com 

 

Baby Manna—This special Mother’s 

Day offering will help feed local 

impoverished babies.  100% of the money 

collected will be used by the Greater 

Philadelphia Food Bank to purchase infant 

formula and baby food which will be 

available to 700 member feeding agencies 

in the Philadelphia five-county area.  

There will be a Baby Manna offering envelope in your 

May 14 bulletin. 

The 310th Annual Gathering of the Philadelphia 

Baptist Association is Saturday, May 6, 8:00 A.M.-

2:00 P.M. at St. Paul’s Baptist Church (10th & Wallace 

Streets, Philadelphia.  Registration is $15/person.  To 

register, contact the PBA office (215-482-8222 or  

contact@philadelphiabaptist.org). 

 

Grace Baptist will sponsor a Blanket Sunday in 

May.  We’ll partner with Church World Service to help 

people around the world recover from disasters and get 

a fresh start.  An envelope will be provided in your bul-

letin on the designated Sunday for your contributions to 

blankets and tools.  Watch for the date! 

 

Are you graduating this spring? 

Grace Baptist will be honoring our 

graduates in May.  If you or a family 

member will be graduating from high 

school, college or a graduate program, 

please contact the church office with the 

appropriate information (name, school, 

degree, college or post-graduate plans).   
 

Choir Corner: Join the Sanctuary Choir as they finish 

their Bible readings for the remainder of the choir year.  

 

 May 7  Hebrews 8:6 

May 14  Isaiah 45:19 

May 21  James 1:18 

May 28  1 Timothy 4:8 

June 4  2 John, verse 2 

June 11  Matthew 19:28 

 
 

May Birthdays 
 

2 John Brady   18 Kathy Kautz-Arango 

4 Tymere Davis   19 Rebecca Cate-Cummings 

10 Shabrae Jackson-Krieg  19 Barbara Longenberger 

15 Chadd Jenkins   21 Steve Lloyd 

16 Luke Sharpe   21 Sunil Philips 

17 Cynthia Dunne   22 Mike Light 

17 Beth Hargis   30 Theo Lloyd 

17 Jeanette Simpson   31 Jack Bolick 
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We remember and honor 
the special women  

in our lives on  
Sunday, May 14. 

 

If you would prefer not to receive future mailings, call or e-mail and let us know.  

The monthly newsletter is also available at the church website. 

 

Our Summer Worship Schedule 

begins Sunday, June 18 (Father’s Day!) 
 

Service of Worship - 9:30 A.M 

No Sunday School during the summer months 

Pre-school childcare & Graceland 2nd Hour 

provided during the worship service 


