
 

Thanks to all for a great FIA Weekend!  

We hope you had an outstanding experi-

ence working with your team as we served 

people in our community.  Special thanks 

to all the team and project organizers for 

your hard work. 

 

On Sunday, October 4, during the worship 

service, we’ll recognize the work of all our 

FIA volunteers and share experiences and 

photos.  Some of the pictures are shown on 

this page and later in the newsletter. 

 

Betty Helpa writes, “It was so nice to see 

all the activity at the church on Sunday 

morning as the teams worked on their pro-

jects. It was great to see the kids so busy 

working on their treats for the police and 

firefighters. They worked hard - a great 

age to learn about service.  Then right be-

hind the kids was a table of our older 

members busy writing letters. What a 

great sight.” 

 

“Every year I have my favorite overheard 

comment.  This year’s was an exchange 

between one of our youth and her father.  
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As his wife was explaining what happened 

at the breakfast, I told him that we served 

the meal quarterly.  He turned to his daugh-

ter and said, ‘Did you hear that?  You can 

do it again in 3 months.’  She responded ‘I 

don't want to do it in 3 months.  I want to 

do it again tomorrow!!’” 
 

From Kristin Paluszka who helped with the 

breakfast for the homeless in Norristown, 

“We served just under 100 people includ-

ing the volunteers.  It was a great time, and 

almost every volunteer was a first-timer.” 
 

GRACE NOTES 

Faith in Action Celebration 
Sunday, October 4 
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More Faith In Action Photos to enjoy! 

  Worship with us at 10:45 on Sunday mornings! 
 

October 4—Worldwide Communion Sunday 

Faith In Action Celebration 

World Mission Offering received - Communion 

 

October 11 

“The Door of Forgiveness” - 1 Timothy 2:1-8 

(Sermon Series: Beyond the Doors) 

Rev Hawthorne preaching 

October 18 

“The Door of Prayer” - 1 Timothy 2:1-8 

(Sermon Series: Beyond the Doors) 

Rev. Hawthorne preaching 

 

October 25 

“He Is Able” - Mark 7:31-37 

Rev. Hawthorne preaching 
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“Brethren, I do not consider that I have made it my own, but one thing I do,  

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal  

for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14) 

 

D ear Members and Friends, 
 

 

 “Stretch Forward” with International Ministries through the 2015 World Mission Offering! 

 

 The amazing transformation that we see in Baptist-run schools in Hungary is just a snapshot of what is happen-

ing through IM’s partners and nearly 1,800 missionaries and global workers in more than 70 countries around the 

world.  Now more than ever, there is an urgency to “Stretch Forward” all around the world.  And you are encour-

aged to be part of the new and surprising things God is doing through International Ministries with your support of 

the World Mission Offering. 

 

 Gifts directed to IM’s current global servants are crucial.  But there is also a great and continuing need for IM 

to coordinate with partners worldwide to prepare, place and support new global staff and volunteers who can bring 

God’s love, hope and healing to new areas of the world—and this important work is only possible thanks to sup-

port for the whole of IM. 

 

 Two-thirds of the world still does not know the fullness of God’s love through Jesus Christ.  That’s why, this 

October, we will focus on the wide-ranging impact of the World Mission Offering, using the theme “Stretch For-

ward” found in Philippians 3:13-14.  As we “Stretch Forward” together, God will lead us to provide increased sup-

port for worldwide missions. 

 

 Our 2015 Grace Baptist goal is $2,500.    Whether God is calling you to GO as a global volunteer or worker or 

to GIVE of your financial resources, let us join together in touching as many lives as possible around the globe.  

Give generously and expectantly to the WMO as, together, we help people everywhere come to Christ, grow in 

their relationships to God and change their worlds through the power of the Holy Spirit.  We will receive the 

World Mission Offering at Grace Baptist on October 4 and throughout the month of October.  Please use the at-

tached envelope to make your contribution. 

  

     Your servant for Christ, 

  

       Betty Helpa, Chair, Board of Missions 

 



 

Grace Baptist Church of Blue Bell 

     UPDATE 
 

(as of Sept. 17, 2015) 

 

      August  YTD 

Income        $  20,167.23     $  166,848.15 

Expenses    $  20,712.96  $  194,954.18 

 

 

 FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 

 

 

 This issue of Grace Notes is scheduled to be released on October 4.  It also happens to be 

Worldwide Communion Sunday here at Grace and around the world.  We’ll be gathering on that day 

to celebrate another Faith in Action Weekend, but also to assemble symbolically with Christians 

around the world at the Lord’s Table. 

 

 The idea of a Worldwide Communion celebration was the idea of one man in one church, Dr. 

Hugh Thomson Kerr.  It happened not far from here in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  In 1930, Dr. Kerr 

had an idea – to invite all Christians around the world to celebrate Communion together on the same 

day.  The first Worldwide Communion was held at Shadyside Presbyterian in 1933 – all by them-

selves.  But Dr. Kerr began a campaign to spread the idea, and soon it was adopted by the Presbyte-

rian Church (USA) and then in 1940 by the Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council of 

Churches (the predecessor of the National Council of Churches).  The Department’s executive secre-

tary, Jesse Bader, led in its extension to a number of churches throughout the world including the 

American Baptist Churches, U.S.A.  That is why we celebrate it today. 

 

 Think of the amazing assortment of churches celebrating Worldwide Communion this 

month—from a charismatic mega-church in Florida to a handful of people gathered in a home church 

in New York City to a mission church in Nicaragua to a mainline, mostly traditional church like ours 

meeting in Blue Bell.  There is no end to the diversity that exists in the church today.  But such dif-

ferences are swept aside as we gather around the table of the Lord.  There, we gather as equals, sin-

ners who have been redeemed by grace.  There we gather, bank president next to janitor, Harvard 

professor next to a mother from a tiny village in Tanzania. 

 

 I love this story of the first Worldwide Communion being celebrated at just one church!  It 

pays to think big, to lift up our common hope in faith in a big way.  Dr. Kerr did, and soon many oth-

ers joined in.  And this month we join the millions around the world in our common celebration! 

 

       In His Service, 

 

       Pastor George Hawthorne 
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Friends Helping Friends  

The Friends Helping Friends shopping pass is a 25% discount shop-

ping pass for Boscov’s Department Stores.  It can only be used on 

Tuesday, October 20, but is good at any Boscov’s Store.  The shopping passes cost $5 each, 

and the entire amount will be donated back to our youth group to support our summer mis-

sion trip to Hurricane, WV.  Please consider purchasing a pass.  It’s a great way to get a 

jumpstart on your Christmas shopping!!  Please see Kristin Paluszka for details. 

 

PARENT Sunday School class - “The Five Love Languages of Teens! 
If you are the parent of a teenager, grandparent of a teenager, or a have a child who will soon be a teenager, please 

come join us for “The Five Love Languages of Teens”.  This six-week class, which begins on Sunday, October 4, is 

open to anyone who feels that they may benefit in some way from learning the teen love languages!  Please come join 

us and invite friends you think may also enjoy spending time with other parents. 

 

This study teaches us that teens understand and show love in different ways.  Some teens prefer quality time, others 

gifts, some acts of service, others physical affection, and still more respond to words of affirmation.  These are the 

"five love languages" that Dr. Gary Chapman explains in the introductory video and subsequent 20-minute video 

segments. 

 

Socktober! 
We are collecting WARM socks and gloves for the guests who eat 

weekly at St. Augustine of Hippo in Norristown.  These guests 

may be homeless or have very low income.  Having a new pair of 

warm socks and gloves will help bring some comfort! 

 

Did you know that those receiving assistance through food stamps 

are not able to use those resources to buy necessary staples like 

toilet paper, paper towels, soap, or cleaning supplies?  We are also 

collecting these items for the families in the program at the Inter-Faith Housing Alliance in Ambler.  These families 

are working to get back on their feet and live independently. 

 

PLEASE HELP!!  The youth group will be collecting these items throughout the month of October.  The last day to 

donate will be November 1.  We will then deliver the items to the two organizations listed above. 

 

College care packages coming! 
We will be sending fall care packages to college students soon!  Please bring in any empty shoe boxes - we need about 

25-30 total boxes.  If you know a college student who would enjoy a box of love (candy, snacks, and random fun) 

right around finals time, please send the name and address to Trish in the church office, AND please bring in your 

extra/left-over Halloween candy or treats.  We will fill boxes with goodies, along with college staples like ramen noo-

dles, granola bars, hot chocolate, crackers….whatever hungry college students eat! 

 

Save the Date!!  

Vendor Fair! Saturday, November 21 from 10am- 2pm 
Come start your Christmas shopping with 12 vendors, and enter to win great raffle items!!  Shopping and supporting 

the youth summer mission trip - a win-win situation! 
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ABCUSA Update—September 2015 
 

 From some Christian perspectives, we are living in a post-denominational world: an age when 

burdensome administrative structures and broad relationships necessarily have been replaced by 

smaller, homogenous and more centralized units of ministry and mission. 

 

 For many, however, now more than ever the denominational model not only holds up well, but uniquely ad-

dresses the myriad opportunities and pressing challenges of 21st century life.  They argue that if we live in a time 

structured by worldwide networking and instant communication—where relationships are formed and needs are iden-

tified with unprecedented speed and urgency—how can the churches of the Word not seek to respond together for the 

greater good. 

 

 Each Christian denomination will have a somewhat different rationale for its existence, but for American 

Baptists the Scriptural injunctions for embracing both covenantal relationships and the spirit, rather than the letter, of 

the law have been fundamental. 

 

 Both are at the core of the covenant each American Baptist church makes when it becomes part of the de-

nomination.  There is an expectation, rather than a mandate, for those churches to provide a fair share of financial sup-

port and to participate to an appreciable degree in denominational programs and emphases.  It is a covenant built on 

trust, and on the acknowledgement of the autonomy of each church. 

 

 And issuing from that autonomy is the presumption that interdependence—cooperative ministry and fellow-

ship with Baptists and other Christians—will be a manifestation of the spirit of the law by responding both to the 

Great Commission and to the prayer of Jesus recorded in John 17 “that they may become completely one.” 

 

 Through interdependence and cooperative ministry at the local level arises an understanding that today being 

witnesses in “Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth” demands a ministry much more expansive than any 

one church or group of churches can accomplish. 

 

 As Christians our challenges today confront us from many directions; we live in a world with unprecedented 

want and oppression and within a secular society often hostile to the tenets of Christian faith.  Can our history as a 

denomination over 108 years serve to inform us about the importance of denominational life and how it can be a 

transformative presence today and in the future? 

 

 As a denomination we have, indeed, impacted and responded to challenges of the day.  In the footsteps of 

Roger Williams and many bold leaders since, American Baptists long have advocated tirelessly for religious freedom 

and justice.  Your denomination was in the frontlines of the Civil Rights marches here in the U.S.; it served on site to 

officially witness the dismantling of apartheid in South Africa; it continues to encourage and support the enfranchise-

ment of Burmese Christians and other oppressed believers around the world.  Such is the work done for and with the 

churches that comprise a denomination. 

 

 A denomination can be judged not only by what it does in the name of Christ, but also who it is as an expres-

sion of God’s inclusive family.  From that perspective, American Baptist Churches USA draws from its 5,200 cove-

nanting churches a uniquely broad spectrum of races, cultures and traditions that testify to the boundary-less offer of 

salvation and fellowship from a Savior who lived and died for all. 

 

 As the third Christian millennium continues, the value of denominations as effective communions represent-

ing the Gospel will continue to be debated.  The core questions for American Baptists and others remain: Should the 

church to which Jesus Christ gave birth be only the accumulated ministries of individual houses of worship, whose 

spiritual endeavors take place largely within and slightly beyond their own walls?  Or is the church birthed and 

blessed by Christ a bold and necessary partnership of faith communities, individually and autonomously organized, 

who choose to work together to share, serve and fellowship as a vibrant expression of the Gospel? 
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On September 13, Nana Asabere received the Right Hand  

of Christian Fellowship.  Nana, a Lower Gwynedd resi-

dent, is a medical student and Ph.D. candidate at the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania and interested in the areas of pedi-

atrics and mental health.  Hobbies include gardening, 

babysitting, cooking and volunteering.  She works part 

time at Lowe’s.  Her new member sponsor is Irene Philips. 
 

Congratulations to Armando and Jennifer Sedo on the 

birth of their daughter, Arnia, on Monday, August 31. 
 

Address changes: 

Casey Brookes: cbrookes@gbcbb.org 

Scott, Jill & Davis Rhea  

2222 Ridgemont Hill Road, Cary, NC  27513 

 

The holiday season is fast approaching and Elm Terrace 

Gardens Continuing Care Retirement Community in Lans-

dale hosts its 30th Annual Christmas Craft Bazaar on Sat-

urday, November 7, 9:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  Featured will 

be 38 local area crafters, a silent auction, baked goods, sec-

ond-hand jewelry, and lunch from 11:00 A. M.-1:00 P.M.  

There will be a drawing at 3:00 P.M. for door prizes—you 

must be present to win.  Parking is available across 7th 

Street at First Baptist Church.  Proceeds will go towards 

the purchase of new exercise equipment for the residents’ 

fitness center.  (Jewelry is needed for the Bazaar.  Please 

place any jewelry donations in Pat Mathues’ mailbox.) 

Information and announcements for the newsletter are welcome.  

Please send to the church office by the third Sunday of the 

month. 

Congratulations to Obed Arango, the Executive Di-

rector of CCATE in Norristown.  His work with this 

community educational organization is being recog-

nized with two honors.  Obed is a finalist for a Hispanic 

Choice Award with the winner being announced at a 

ceremony at the Merriam Theater in Center City Phila-

delphia on Saturday, October 3, at 7:00 P.M.  Obed is 

also the recipient of the Dr. Orlando Costas Service 

Award which will be awarded by Palmer Seminary of 

Eastern University on Monday, October 5 at St. Luke 

United Methodist Church in Bryn Mawr at 11:00 A.M.  

Dr. Orlando Costas was a social activist, theologian and 

missiologist who brought to light voices from the mar-

gins.  Obed writes, “The past three and a half years 

have been an exciting journey for CCATE.  As founder 

and director, my challenge has been to design and lead 

an organization that is built from the ground up by the 

community and where members’ dreams and aspira-

tions become reality.  This would not be possible with-

out the support of our donors and board members, and 

the collaboration of our volunteers, the many teachers, 

interns, mentors, parents, and young people who come 

together on a daily basis to make CCATE what it is to-

day.” 

 

Mark your November calendar for the All-Church 

Hay Ride and Bonfire, Saturday, November 7, 5:00 

P.M.  Cost is $10/person.  Watch for a sign-up sheet 

soon! 

 

Photos are still being made for our new pictorial 

church directory.  Your individual and family color 

photos can be e-mailed to Trish in the office or you may 

give her a photo to be scanned and returned to you.  If 

you wish your photo to be taken at church, please indi-

cate that on the bulletin tear-off slip and put in the of-

fering plate.  You will be contacted by the Diaconate to 

arrange a time. 
 

  

Choir Corner 2015-2016 
 

 Each week the Sanctuary Choir finishes practice by sharing a Bible verse and 

prayer.  Their theme this church year: “Our Faith is the certainty of our Hope and Forgive-

ness”.  The theme verse is “Then you will know the truth and the truth will set you 

free.” (John 8:32).  Feel free to follow along with the choir as they study God’s word in 

October. 
 

October 4, 2015  Ephesians 1:5-6 

October 11, 2015  Matthew 10:8 

October 18, 2015  Romans 8:20-21 

October 25, 2015  Psalm 119:32 
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1 Stephanie Erik 

1 Kathleen Viall 

7 Jill Rhea 

10 Harriet Rintz 

12 Tyler Burke 

14 Steve Longenberger 

15 Linda Allmond 

15  Tim Schwartz 

16  Kim Burke 

16 Larry Davis 

If you would prefer not to receive future mailings, call or 

email and let us know! 

16 Madison Dobrovolec 

16 Katie Lehman 

20 Nelson Hayashida 

21 Will Bolick 

21 Patrice Erik 

21  Nick Salios 

23 Heather Choyce 

24  Jim Burns 

25  Comfort Ijelu 

27 Nana Asabere 
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